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?ntCity of Shelby, Montana

Testimony on HB 198

March 3,TOIL

Senate Energy & Telecommunications Committee

SUPPORT

The City of Shelby, located in Toole County, supports the passage of HB 198 to clarify Montana's

eminent domain laws.

This is a very significant bill, perhaps one of the most important bills this legislative session because

passage of HB 198 will do two very important things:

1. Clarify the process whereby property rights are protected and have been for over 100 years.

Doing so will demonstrate the concern that this legislature has for property rights.

2. Help pave the way for immediate and future economic development and create high paying jobs

in Montana.

Take NaturEner for an example. The company owns a 2lO-megawatt Glacier Wind Farm in Glacier and

Toole counties. They pay millions of dollars annually to Montana communities through landowner

royalty payments, impact fees and property taxes. In 2009, they announced their plans to construct a

5700 million Rim Rock wind farm. NaturEner is one of three major wind developers that have reserved

space on the MATL transmission line. The Rim Rock project is fully dependent on the completion of the

MATL line. Without MATL, Rim Rock won't happen.

Rim Rock and others waiting on the completion of MATL are significant projects, projects that bring jobs

and increased revenue to our state. On the Rim Rock project alone, over 500 highly paid Montana

workers will be hired for construction. And once complete, the tax base will go up and dozens of
employees will be hired for year-round maintenance.

The City of Shelby is concerned that if the uncertainties about Montana's eminent domain laws are not
cleared up this session, we could lose MATL, Rim Rock and others. And future investors will see what's
going on and won't want to do business here in Montana. Progress will halt and we'll be passed up

when future economic development opportunities arise.

HB 198 passed the House 69-30. When the committee takes Executive Action on HB 198, the City of
Shelby respectfully requests your support. Please give it a chance to go to the Senate floor for
consideration.
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